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KEY STATISTICS OF BANAS KANTHA DISTRICT
{Census 1991)
Area :+12,703 93 sq. kmi; Population : 21,62,578; Literacy 39.29%

DQensity.of population : 170 per sq km Main language spoken : Gujarat

[ PRICE : EIGHTEEN RUPEES.
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BANAS KANTHA DISTRICT

topographic and thematic information related to a district.

the river Banas. The district lies between 23° 36" to 24°

of Bhabhar, Deyodar. Sihori, Varati

date the Banas Kantha district became a part of the Gujarat State.

vegetarian food as a general, which confined to bhakhan, rotla or rotl

Bhawani, is the most important place. Important fairs in the district
(Chitrasani), Bhiladiyaji, Navani and Dhuleti.

The objective of ‘District Planning Map Series’ is to provide users and planners with

the. district takes its name from the river Banas which flows through the district. The
Banas Kantha district as its name indicates consists of the territories situated on and around
43’ north latitudes and 71° 3’ to
73" 1' east longitudes. The shape of the district resembles a gun with small barrel.

Literary of epigraphic sources hardly throws any light on the early history of this district
in particular. But it can be assumed that the region was ruled by the same successive dynasties
that ruled over oths r parts of Gujarat. The region was first under the sway of different Rajput
dynasties of Anhilwad, where after it came unuer the Sultans of Ahmadabad. It then passed
on to the Mughal Emperors, the Marathas and lastly to the Britishers. The princely States of
Palanpur, Radhanpur, Tharad, Merwada, Vav, Danta, Varahi, Tervda, Suigam, Santalpur,
Bhabhar and Chachat. As a result of integration of Indian States in the year 1948, the states
of Palanpur, Radhanpur, Danta, Tharad and Vav, Thara Jagirs and the old Agency Thanas
and Santalpur as well as the Sub-Thanas of Suigam
merged into the district forming part of the them Bombay State. In Nov. 1956 the states were
reorganised and the bigger bilingual State of Bombay was formed with Vidarbha, Marathwada,
Saurashira and Kaghchh regions, the Banas Kantha district alongwith the other districts of
Ahimadabad Division formed part of the bigger bilingual State. Lastly the Bombay State was
bifurcated on 1st May, 1960 and State of Gujarat and Maharashtra were formed, since that

Topography of the district as a whole is sandy plain with in some places waying sand
hills and between them valleys of black clay. The general appearance indicates that the district
has roughly two inain geographical divisions and the river Banas serves a dividing
between the two. The eastern part, fit as a nice cap placed on the Aravallirange of mountains.
To the north and north- east, there are hills which render the district .extremely difficult for
transport. The remaining region is a vast level plain but slightly wooded. Along the western
border ncthing but a salt marsh or rann meets the eye. Most of the rivers in this district
originate in the Abu and Aravalli hills, dependent on monsoon and dry-up in the hot weather.
Some of the rivers enter in the Rann of Kachchh. The Banas, the Sipu, the Sabarmati and
Saraswati are the main rivers flows in the Tegion with tributaries vaizable Khari and Arjuni.
Some of the depressions during July and August, originating in the Bay of Bengal move in a
westerly or west-north-westerly direction and reach the district or its neighbourhood during
the last stages of their travel and cause heavy rain and gusty winds. Thunder storms occur in
the later half of the summer and early part of the south-west monsoon season.

The main communities in the district are Hindus and Muslims. The people prefer
dal or curry,
vegetables, chillis, gur, milk, chhas, etc, khichadi is the popular item of the food taken in the
district. Traditional dresses in the district of men consist of khami’s or shirt, bush shirt, jabbho
bandi, or coat, kediyu paheran, angarkhu, dhoti, payjamo, pant, lungi or panchiyu, angadi,
chorno and of women are sari, blouse or choli, polku, odhanu, ghagharo, chaniyo, kurta,
payjamo and dupatta. Ornaments generally used are kanthi or chain, ring, wrist watch, silver
kada, bedi, vali, sankala or zanzar, patla or bangles, kadu, or locket, necklace or acchodo or
mangalsutra, knadoro, nath or vali or kanto, silver hansali, kanthi or madaliyu etc. Folk dances
called garbi, garba or rasda, especially during the Navratri festival, in which men and women | :
actively participate and Bhavai and Ramiila are the traditional mode of entertainment,
Ambaji, Koteshwar, Kumbhariya, and Chitrasani are the places for piligrimes. Ambaji where
large number of devotees from al over the Gujarat assembles to pray the goddess Amba
are Ambaji, Baiaram

line

Industrially, the district is very backward. As compared to other distircts of the Gujarat
State, the Hostile terrain coupled with lack of infrastructural faciiities thwarted the progress
of industrialisation. From the point of view of analysis the industrial structure in the district
can broadly be classified into two sectors, the small scales sector and un-organised cottage
sector. However the district is catching industrial scenario and a modern mustard mill at
Badarpura has to be established which will be considered as first in Asia of its type.
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GROUND WATER POTENTIAL (Yield in M%hr)
POROUS FORMATION
(Unconsolidated & Semi-consolidated)

I < 150 Fairly thick & regionally extensive
300 m Or mare

FISURED FORMATION (Consolidated
Ground water restricted to weathered
residium fracturous zone having
secondary porosity.

LITHOLOGY
Recent Alluvium, Clay, Sand.

AGE GROUP

Quarternary

Kankar & Limestone. Upper tertiary

Phyltite,
Slate. Quartzite. Phylfi } Pre-Cambrian

GROUND WATER-HYDROLOGY

=) Reservoir
River/Stream

I:I Directon of ground water fiow

. Water Table Contour (In m)
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ROCKS AND MINERALS
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Saurce (i) Geological Survey of India, Gandhinagar
(1) Director of Geology & Mining, Govt. of Gujarat. Ahmadabad
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: Sandstone & other Building stone.
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CLIMATIC CLASSIFICATION
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@ Semi Arid (Tropical Steppe, Semi Arid, Hot)
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| Agricultural Workers

Industrial Workers

Other Workers
- Marginal Workers

l:] Non-Workers

Metallurgical (Non-ferraus)

Agro Based

| Cement Based/ Construction Bricks

: Edible Oil

Mineral Based/ Stone Based

§ Food & Food Processing
E] Plastic & Polythene

@ Chemical

N |Dairy Products

E Household

1
+ (_, Source * District Industrial Centre, Palanpur.
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