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TAMIL NADU, the sauthernmost state of India, boundee by ine seas on the east an:

d south

Westem Ghats on the west, States of Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka on the neornh, is a lana

of sun and warmih, legends and lyrics, templ

es and towers and

really

the "Soul -of the

South”, Formery known as ‘Madras State', constituted by the major part o erstwhile 'Madras

Presidency’ which was one of the four adminic
been officialised in 1968 as 'Tamil Nadu' -

palasollhic times,

This land, that has seen the rise and fall o
ncredible cultural reasures,
sharm. The Dravidian Dynasties ruled here
Cholas  from Thanj@vir . and the

is5 a wde archive of ancient le
were mainly the

trativi:

f many

ancient «<ingdoms who
cies which retains its ald world

Pindyans frem Madurai
Pallavis from Kanchipuram. Dus ang the middle pant of 2nd
millennium, the region was ruled by Vijayanagar Kings from whom the power was seized by

divisions of British Impenal India, has
the name denved from the vernacular of its
The archaeolegical excavations support the existencu of the Oravidian

I r“upln

habitation here fram the

‘aft behind their

the

Musalmans. Wilh the fall of Tipu Sultan in 1799, |he territory was subjected ta Hritish rule til

's accession to Indian Union after independence.

Sprawling over an area of 1,30,058 s.kmsydivided into 29 districts, the
1991 census,

dopulation of 55858346 as per

mainly comprising of Hindus., Mus
“hristians, Jains and Tribals, Tha country undulates from the Westem Ghéats te 1he

slate has a

i’lﬂﬂﬁ:
Elere

lains except for the lower hills of Eastern Ghats that .run thro agh the centre of the region.
'he plateaus at higher altitudes nestled with pleasant hill stations and wildiife sanctuanes in
ne slopes are lapped with svergreen and deciduous forests, savannas, axolic plantations  and
subalpine vegetation. The midlands are having broad fedile belt along the river deltas, the

wconut fringed coastal plains are al places

ard and mineral contert -and ths
ikh. i aguatic life. The imponam rivers Kaveri Ponnaiyar, Palar, Vaigai, Tamirabarar, elc
sastwards. Chimate is basically tropical bu! equable dus

lo the proximity of the seas.

ik ll'I|J|I'|I|'!q is
lleww

Most

recipitation falls in hilly areas remain cooler threughowt the yemr while the plains recaive

noderate raintall.

The headqguarlers of the state ‘Chennai was once a lishing willage ane
‘Fort 51.George' built hars,

of East India Company. In 1639 a small for viz,,
nto ‘George Town', later agglomarated  as
orparation of India. The capital -venue ol lilm

M

adras City (Chennai),

studics, cance and music teslivals,

the earliest fcothald
graduglly developed
muricipal
{313

e

oltizst

mary

cunst attractions like Art Gallery - the oldest in India, an ancient Siva Temple Kapaleeswarar-tan el
Gi its fypical Dravidian gopuram, the gothic styled San  Thomn Cathedral of Myldpore-possessing
he remains of St.Thomas, valluvarkottam built, in memory of Sanl Thiruvalluvar, who wrote the
vorld fame classic Thirukkural, Marina-the 2nd largest beach in the world, Museum, Deer patk

make Park, Aguarium elc.,

Tha place famous for its exquisitely wooven silk sarees-Kanclipuram having

108 tempies. 1s

onsidered as one of the seven sacred cities ¢f India. Mamallapuram famed for its Pallava

ncnuments and sculptures and exonc

beaches, 13 being developed as a beach 1
w festival of Indian Dances held in January-February every year- a unique expera

where
15 the

ountry’s leading artists cenverge here, Chidambaram-the seal of Annamalal Univers: ty is having

latarajar Temple wherein Lord Siva in the posture of a cosmic

dancar

Tiruchchirappalli- tha

enue of carnatic- wars fought in the 18th century is krown for ils Rock Fort Temple, built on

tall massive rock of 83 metres.
e Brahadeeswarar Temple with its splendour ir

The headguarters of stata’s nce bowl-Thang

1 Chola architecture, is

lameaa 11
the house ol camatic

wiir,

wsic. Rameswaram one of the sacred towns ol india is known ‘or the Ramanathaswarmy
emple renowned for its” magnificent longest corridors with thousand  massive sculptured pilars

ning it. Minakshiamman
IWBMNNG gopurams,

ve on, in the wood, plaster, slones and roc

anniyakumari- @ famous pilgnm and tourist centre is an ideal place to mediale

Temple at Madurai considered
Thera are many more temples in the slate

ki

ks. The 'Lands End

e of the wenders of
where the anclem legends

India for s T

Indiian Peninsular
al the

of

wekananda Rock Meroral and to witness Ihe sunrse and sunset, especially dunng the hi

wan days.

The gueen of hill stations 'Udagamandalam:

at walt the arcma of 1||I:'-<l|yptl55 coffee ard

zople of India dwelling alcng s jungle tracts, |
reptilian and avilauna,
nd Yercaud are the other beautiful hill stations.

nnes represent rare fauna,

sheltered by 2634 m- Doda Bettathe highost
eak of Tamil Nidu, is the pride of Nllglrl crowned by the cluster of blue hazed mountains

tea plantations where the
Mudumalai Wildlife Sanctuary along 1hese

Cooneor, Gudalir.
Heaith reserls at Hogenakzsl and Kublalam

Todés- the primit

Katagin, Kodaikkanal

/aler Falls set amidst the lush green hils are known lor its curative proseries and the

racing climate.  Vedanlhangal - a major water birg sancluary historic Pumpuhar famous for s
rt Gallery. Coimbators-known as the 'Manchester of Seuth India' because ol its numerous
xlile mill.  Velanganni, Pundi, Magore, Palani etc., are the other places of interest

Tamil Nadu, a proud preserver of Indian traditions, art and archiloctu re, still amazingly

ccept the modemity.
2rsonages like Thiruvalluvar-the author of Thiru
haraliyar and Social reformer Peryar- a few ol

kckural,
the marny o menton.

This land of great culture and philosophies proudl prosented gr2at
Saint Thirunavukkarasu Swamgal,

Foaol
Considered as .one of

e most- wrbanized and Industrialised state in India, slill il is a rural land hence agnculture is

@ mainstay of the people.
2ry good transport systemn

Weil knit by roads,
Sea-bome traffic is handied by the arhificial barbour at Chennai

railways and airways

the state is I.qwng a

d Tuticerin (Tattukkudi). People are ol different greups of Dravidian race, fnendly and tolerant

arvest lestival 'Pongal' is celebrated by one anc

ONDICHERRY: The French
araikal in Tamil Madu,

arritory of India on 1st November 1954,

non-comfiguous.

jayanagar Dynasties il the arrival of French in 1673.

i all during January,

Settlemants, Pondiche

Mahe in Kerala and Yanam in Andhra Pradesh be
Historizally the area was part ol Chola, Pallava and

Portugese and

{Puduchcheri) ana
came the Union

y

Dulch vied =2ach other

r the possessicns and finally it remmined with the French bl its merger with  Independent

dia.

Scattered in fifteen endaves,

the terrtory covers an area ot 480 sg
pulation of 807,765 as per 1991 census mainly Involved in cultivation and hshing

kms having a
The -

adquarters Pondicherry (Puduchcher) having an oval shaped lovely beach. statety Luildings,

nate ternples and churches, is a beautifully planned town.
mous  Aurobindo Ashram founded by revolulicnary lwned Saint Aurobindo in 1920,

ntre of intellectual and scientific  activities.
main Rolland Library, JIPMER, Museum, Bot

The Alliance Francaise,
anical Gardens elc,

a2 the other

The main altraction tha world | g

is af
the French Institute.
places of |

erest. Karaikal is full of French builings. Maha covered with hillocks and massive coconut |
es is a fertile bell. Yanam is comparatively a modern town. ' ' |
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