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Soon, project to identify unknown
pollutmg sources of river Ganga

1IN THE OFFING This prO|ect w:ll Use geospatlal technology to map the course of the river

Ay mum“? T

Suparna Roy

= suparma.roy&htlive.com

DEHRADUN: In 2 bid torejuvenate
Ganga, Dehradun-based Survey
of India along with Namami
Gangeisgoingtostartaproject
where geospatial technology
would be used to identify
unknown sources of pollutants
entering theriver.

The announcement was made
during aninaugural functionin
the capital city on Thursday.
Yashpal Arya, transport minis-

ter of Uttarakhand, was the-

chief guest of the inaugural
function.

SK Singh, project director
National Mission for Clean
Ganga (Survey of India) said,
“Known sources of pollutants
canbeidentified through infor-
mation from civic bodies of dif-
ferent states through which the
Ganga flows. But we want to
identify the unknown polluting
sources through mapping the
river.” The mapping would be
donefor the whole course start-
ing from Rishikesh till Ganga
Sagar. Area of mapping
includes the entire corridor of
Ganga, spanning across 45,000
sq km, covering five major
states of Uttarakhand, Uttar
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Biharand

| West Bengal, A 10km of buffer
1 oneachbankw ould be included
\ inthe map.

| Inthis pro]ect, ;GISready data

T
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= Lt Gen. Girish Kumar Surveyor General of India, presents a memento to tabinet minister Yashpal Arya
at a seminar on Ganga rejuvenation in Dehradun on Thursday.

sets, including high resolution
digital elevation model, would
be created which would facili-
tatein GangaRiver Basin Man-
agement, designing an efficient

sewerage or wastemanagement *

system and controlling pollu-
tion in river site areas. The
project would be completedin 15
months from now, that is by
October 2020.

Singh further said that the
remote sensing technology of

LiDAR and drones will be used

tomap the buffer areas, identi-
fying the coordinates of a partic-
ular area and digitally photo-
graphingit.

“Afterthedigital mapping of
aplaceis done, people will also
be sent on ground for data vali-
dation. By merging the digital

map and photographic evi--

dence, we will come to know
which arethe sources which are
not there in any of the govern-
ment publicdrainage mapsand
then theauthorities concerned

)
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canactaccordingly.”

Lt Gen. Girish Kumar, Sur-
veyor General of India, heading
the event, said, “Ganga is not
justariver butit is a symbol of
faith for every citizen of the
country. We have to protect this
faithand for thattheriver needs
to be kept clean. In this pro-
gramme, we plantorejuvenate
the river, based on mapping,
with focus on location, so that
we can know the exact point
where work needs tobe done.”
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