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MINISTRY OF SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
(DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY)
National Data Sharing and Accessibility Policy (NDSAP) - 2012
1. Preamble

1 Gi2011

1.1 Asset and value potentials of data are widely recognized at all
levels. Data collected or developed through public investments, when
made publicly available and maintained over time, their potential value
could be more fully realized. There has been an increasing demand by
the community, that such data collected with the deployment of public
funds should be made more readily available to all, for enabling rational
debate, better decision making and use in meeting civil society needs.
Principle 10 of the United Nations Declaration on Environment and
Development (Rio de janeiro, June 1992), stated

Y S iiiha coase each individual shall have appropriate access to
information concerning the environment that is held by
public authorities ....... and the opportunity to participate
in the decision making process. States shall facilitate and
encourage public awareness and participation by making
information widely available.”

Section 4(2) of the Right to Information Act, 2005 reads

“It shall be a constant endeavor of every public authority
to take steps in accordance with the requirements of
clause (b) of sub-section (1) to provide as much
information suo motu to the public at regular intervals
through various means of communication, including
internet, so that the public have minimum resort to the
use of this Act to obtain information”

1.2 The principles on which data sharing and accessibility need to be based include:
Openness, Flexibility, Transparency, Legal Conformity, Protection of Intellectual
Property, Formal Responsibility, Professionalism, Standards, Interoperability,
Quality, Secunty, Efficiency, Accountability, Sustainability and
Privacy.

1.3 A large quantum of data generated using public funds by various
organizations and institutions in the country remains inaccessible to civil
society, although most of such data may be non-sensitive in nature and
could be used by public for scientific, economic and developmental
purposes. The National Data Sharing and Accessibility Policy (NDSAP) is
designed so as to apply to all sharable non-sensitive data available either
in digital or analog forms but generated using public funds by various
Ministries / Departments /Subordinate offices / organizations / agencies of
Government of India. The NDSAP policy is designed to promote data
sharing and enable access to Government of India owned data for
national planning and development.
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